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- Many thanks to Luke Hunsberger, Julie Szabo, and Jin Xu for 
welcoming me into their homes and for their openess to my 

camera. - 



In 1920, Harriet Trumbull Williams ’70 made an $100,000 
donation to Vassar for the construction of a new faculty house 
specifically for female members of the faculty. While male 
professors had long benefitted from independent housing like 
the homes along Raymond and College Avenues, the majority of 
female faculty still lived among the students in Main Building. 
Williams Hall (House) provided female faculty with 
independence from the students and the freedom of individual 
apartments. 

Ground was broken on Williams in 1921 and the building - 
including the central hall and two side wings - was completed in 
1925. The structure is not only historic as the first independent 
housing for Vassar’s female faculty, but also in its mixture of Arts 
and Crafts and medieval revival architectural styles. 

In the spring of 2019, President Elizabeth Bradley and the Board 
of Trustees announced plans for a new Inn & Institute for the 
Liberal Arts on the plot on Raymond Avenue below the Alumnae 
House - the site of Williams House. Williams will be evacuated 
by June 2020, demolished, and turned into a parking lot. Citing 
the state of disrepair and environmental inefficiency, President 
Bradley explained that the building is beyond repair. 



On a Sunday morning in September 2019, Luke Hunsberger and 
Julie Szabo welcomed me into their apartment in Williams 
House. As I photographed their home, they went about their 
morning rituals. They brewed tea in the tiny kitchen first meant 
to be used by the women who originally shared the two-
bedroom apartment. The sounds of Luke strumming “Here 
Comes the Sun” on his guitar floated through the house and 
through the open doors onto the sleeping porch, built before air 
conditioning so that Williams residents could sleep outside 
when summer nights got too hot. Julie sat on the porch, 
accessible from the bedroom, kitchen, and living room, reading a 
book about female Abstract Expressionist artists. 

This project seeks to celebrate Williams House and its 
inhabitants in the final months of its existence. The construction 
of the Inn & Institute and the demolition of Williams House is 
fraught with debate. The structure certainly bears signs of 
disrepair - peeling paint, leaking pipes, holes once filled with 
flower boxes - but also traces of careful architectural design, 
history, and homemaking. 

I hope these photographs complicate the narrative that Williams 
House is a derelict building beyond repair.  It may not be 
possible to save Williams from demolition, but it is necessary to 
recognize its importance in Vassar’s history and what is being 
lost in its demolition.  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Luke Hunsberger and Julie Szabo



 



 





 

View of Sleeping Porches on Williams Hall, 
Vassar College Special Collections



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Kitchen in Jin Xu’s apartment, 
originally the kitchen for Williams’s dining hall
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Groundbreaking ceremony for Williams Hall, 1921 
Vassar College Special Collections
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